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Finally, when the time drew near for his return,
he found himself obliged to give Baptism to a daugh-
ter of his, whom he left in that country, where he has
a great many relatives. ‘‘ But remember, my daugh-
ter,”” he said to her, ‘‘ carefully to preserve the grace
that thou receivest through: Baptism. When the
Devil, or impious tongues, shall impel thee to evil,
think that God sees thee, although thy father be
absent. And if that consideration do not stop thee,
remember at least this one — that the greatest sorrow
thou canst cause thy father is to commit a sin that
will separate thee from him forever.”’

At the end of the winter, a party of about one
hundred persons of these peoples of the Neutral Na-
tion came to visit us in this country. They saw here
the nascent Church of the Hurons; they questioned
our Christians on matters of the Faith; we instructed
them ourselves; and, if we may trust their word,
they went away regretting that we could not [114]
accompany them, and promising that their country
would offer no resistance to the reception of the
Faith. As soon as we shall have made a sufficient
breach here among the Hurons, we shall be able to
go to them. God grant that this seed may bear fruit
in due time.

These peoples of the neutral Nation are always at
war with those of the Nation of fire, who are still
farther distant from us. They went there last Sum-
mer to the number of two thousand, and attacked a
village well protected by a palisade, and strongly
defended by nine hundred warriors who withstood
the assault. Finally, they carried it, after a siege of
ten days; they killed many on the spot, and took
eight hundred captives,—men, women, and children.



